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Background

The recent controversy at the 2008 Beijing Olympics over the ages of some members of China’s women’s gymnastic team poses questions
about how the early training, education, psychological preparation, and socialization of Chinese athletes differs from those in the west. These
questions, in turn, raise larger issues concerning the role and meaning of athletics in today’s global culture. This roundtable discussion
session will explore the ways in which different cultures and political systems around the world – especially Asia, Europe and North America –
understand the role of athletics in society, and also the differing methods of training, education, socialization, psychological preparation, and
media coverage that athletes from these different cultures and nations receive.
Discussions Questions

1. What are the images of Asia and the West as portrayed through media coverage of the Olympics and other international (and national)
sporting events?
2. How do cultural stereotypes influence these portrayals?
3. Has athletics become “corrupted”? And what is the meaning of “corruption” across differing cultures and political systems? What does the
controversy over the “doping” of athletes reveal about the differences (and similarities) in the societies of competing nations?
4. How do politics and economics influence athletics (and vice versa)?
5. How does national identity shape athletics (and vice versa)?

