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Background

Recent books by New York Times’ journalist, Thomas L. Friedman, (The World Is Flat and The Lexus and the Olive Tree) have
espoused both the virtues and challenges of globalization. Although “the world is flat” concept reflects a lowering of trade barriers,
it really is a metaphor for the interconnectedness that most countries now feel and where through technology, all countries have
equal opportunity for open competition and economic growth. For example, companies looking for new employees can find
cheaper labor only a mouse-click away through “outsourcing”. Yet therein often lies the dichotomy: part of the world or portions of
countries have splintered off with part identifying with advances in technology and finance, the Lexus, and part, identifying with the
traditional way of life, the Olive Tree. This tension between the rise of the individual versus holding onto what traditionally has
mattered is a recurring theme from Friedman’s books. This session will explore these concepts using China as an example.
Drawing upon the expertise and background of those within the group, we will examine China’s role on the world economic stage
as we explore the following together:
Discussions Questions

•
•
•
•
•

Does the ‘flat world’ promote globalization of individuals or companies and institutions in China?
What “systems” within China i.e. educational, social, political, and economic, will advance or impede the concept of China’s growth
and the ‘flat world’ concept?
What is the role of government in advancing globalization?
What will the ‘flat world’ mean for those from the poorest countries of the world? (those living in the Solomon Islands, Angola, etc.?)
What cultural values are contributing to the West’s loss of jobs, and excellence?

