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Background

In our current global society one frequently reads about acts of violence, sometimes based on misunderstanding and ignorance. Currently
global communication can be instant, but misunderstanding can also be instant. Thus it seems important to try to make connections between
between and among various cultures, to increase levels of international understanding. Toward that end, the arts with their unique, universal
languages-- the visual arts, music, dance, drama, etc., that are not usually limited by national boundaries, have a potentially important role to
play in world diplomacy .This session will explore the various ways that art, in particular the visual arts, might serve as a kind of cultural
diplomat. Areas to be addressed will include discussion of distinctions between art, and cultural propaganda; the role of film and photography
in communicating individual and cultural identities and ideologies; the role of iconic images that are frequently reproduced; the role of traveling
or virtual exhibitions, government sponsored and privately funded, past, present, and future – i.e. The Family of Man exhibit, the Abstract
Expressionists as Cold Warriors or various large scale Guggenheim exhibitions at their locations throughout the world; the role of visiting
artists; and the establishment of possible partnership projects with artists from different countries. It is hoped that out of this discussion, some
actual projects and/or partnerships might evolve that help in some way to promote, and increase international understanding.
Discussions Questions

1.What are some distinctions that can be made between “art” and “propaganda”?
2. What kinds of traveling or virtual exhibits might be developed that might serve in cultural diplomacy?
3. Are there any particular photographic images and/or films that you feel are significant examples of promoting international understanding,
or conversely those that communicate cultural stereotypes that pervade our cultures? How might such images or films be used in educational
settings or public forums?
4. What is the role of iconic images that are frequently reproduced?- i.e. Joe Rosenthal’s 1945 Iwo Jima photograph, “Raising the Flag at
Mount Surabachi” ?
5. How might visiting artists’ positions, or collaborative/partnership projects between various countries with artists, students, and/or a general
public be established? Do you have specific ideas for such?

